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The Warden of Wickwood: New Book Introduces Young Readers to the 
Importance of Environmental Stewardship  

 

The Warden of Wickwood, by Daniel Ruefman, is a middle grade novella 
scheduled for release by Black Rose Writing on July 27, 2023. Intended 
for young readers (ages 8-12), this fantasy explores timely 
contemporary issues of financial hardship and environmental 
stewardship.  
 
When Breeze Chadwick’s father inherits the estate of their estranged 
Uncle Alex, she and her brother are forced to sacrifice their summer 
vacation to help their father fix up property. While working on the 
house, Breeze encounters an impish girl named Puck, who teaches her 
the secrets of the forest. In the end, Breeze must decide: does she help 
her father realize his dream of a big payday, or does she work with Puck 
to save a forest, upon which everything else depends?  
 
“Explore the secrets of the forest alongside Breeze Chadwick and her 
new friend, Puck, the protector of the trees. This story evokes the 
importance of stewardship of the environment and demonstrates that, 
while wealth is nice to have, there are greater priorities. Ruefman 
intertwines fantasy and adventure within our tangible, contemporary 
world. A must read for all kids!”  
 
-- Dana Storino, Award-Winning Author of The Golden Bee 
 
About the Author: Daniel Ruefman is an emerging author of dark 
fantasy and horror for younger readers. A native of western 
Pennsylvania, Daniel relocated with his wife and children to the magical 
lands of Minnesconsin to pursue a career in higher education. When he 
is not writing, he teaches the craft to students at the University of 
Wisconsin—Stout.  

 
Copies of The Warden of Wickwood are available for preorder through all major booksellers, including: 

Black Rose Writing, Amazon, and Barnes & Noble. 

Review copies available upon request 
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